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“

think about all those thousands

of items in your property-and-
evidence (P&E) room. What would
the consequences be if something
compromised the security and the
integrity of those evidence items?

Perhaps you don’t want to think
about it. After all, the list of bad things
that can happen when evidence is lost
or ruined is extremely discouraging:
unsolved homicides and robberies;
cases dismissed in court; perpetrators
released to walk the streets.

Based on your experience in law
enforcement, you already know that
safe evidence storage and a secure
chain of custody should be among the
major priorities for every agency. But

S TOP FOR A MOMENT and

The McKinney (Texas) Police Department took advantage of the latest
property-and-evidence storage technology when they were designing
their new Public Safety Building. Among the innovations was this
high-density mobile storage system that maximizes the use of floor
space. It has six carriages, each 28 ff. 1 in. long and 8 ft. 8 in. high

There are a lot of good reasons why your
P&E room should be brought into the 21st Century.

things do tend to get old and out of
date, things like standards, procedures
—even the tools you use on a daily
basis. And among those tools are the
storage facilities in your P&E room.

Some time ago, the International
Association for Property and Evidence
(IAPE) published a document entitled
New Standards for Certification. This
paper addresses many of the potential
problems that are challenging P&E
rooms nationwide today. It offers a
number of specific ideas, including
some helpful guidelines about the
features that new storage facilities
should offer.

After you finish reading this article,
you can download the TAPE standards

document by going to www.iape.org

pressed into an area only 24 ft. deep—which is about half the floor
space of conventional shelving. When one of the interior carriages is
being used, there is an aisle way about 6 ft. wide. The carriage in this
photo is being used to store boxes of evidence items.

and clicking on the “Standards” button.
Spend some time looking at Sections
Four and Five of the document. They
have these titles: Temporary Storage
of Evidence and Long Term Storage of
Evidence. While the text does not
specify a particular brand of storage
equipment or facilities, it does outline
certain things that should be in your
mind when you start planning your
P&E-room storage upgrade.

Evidence-storage technology
for the 21st Century
One of the main things you need to
be aware of, however, is that evidence
storage has undergone some remark-
able changes in recent years. Today’s
carefully designed P&E room does
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not even resemble those of the 1970s
or 1980s. Back then, a P&E room was
usually a chain-link cage with bare
and open shelving. The key words
then were stack if. But the key words
today are uncompromised security.

The current trends in the area of
evidence storage involve technology
that really was not available 20 or 30
years ago. For example: barcoding,
video surveillance, card-access, and
biometric fingerprint readers. The new
technology also includes sophisticated
enclosed shelving units that move to
conserve floorspace, drying cabinets,
and refrigerators that can be used to
store biological evidence.

The technological advances that
have occurred in recent years are very
interesting—and very compelling.

There are a number of sources you
can call for information about the
products in this field. If you just go
onto the Internet and do a search for
the term evidence storage, you will
come up with literally millions of
potential hits.

Many of the suppliers you will
find this way offer products that were

You can take advantage
of many remarkable
state-of-the-art features
that are now available
in P&E Room
storage equipment.
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The mobile storage system of the McKinney
Police Department also has a hanging file
system for storing items such as CDs of
photos, DVDs of squad-car videos, audio
tapes, and other types of evidence.

designed for commercial or industrial
storage. But there are some companies
that tailor their products to meet the
needs of law-enforcement. One of them
—Spacesaver Corporation—has been
building and marketing metal shelving
and cabinets since 1988. Two years
ago, they merged with another maker
of storage equipment—DSM Law
Enforcement Products—in order to
provide a broader range of products.

“DSM developed one of the first
pass-through evidence-locker systems
with a front lockout feature,” said
Klaus Holm, Spacesaver’s market
director for public safety. “That was in
1989. It was a keyless, pushbutton-
operated system. That way, the officer
who is storing evidence doesn’t need
to worry about losing a key.”

Holm went on to describe how they
developed other state-of-the-art systems
for law-enforcement agencies, including
ACCESS 500, an audited, computer-
controlled evidence-control system
that allows P&E-room personnel to
have real-time tracking of individual
pieces of evidence from the time they
are submitted.
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on the other side of the wall (right photo).

To deposit packaged and labeled evidence in any one of the lockers in the
pass-through locker system, the officer selects a door with a handle in the
horizontal position and simply pulls it open (left photo). To close the door, the
officer turns the handle to vertical while pressing the lock button. Once the
door is locked, no one can open it from the outside. The evidence is then
removed from the pass-through locker system by the P&E-room personnel

i E 7 5%

e i

Evidence Technology Magazine » J anuary-February 2008

www.EvidenceMagazine.com

A

.

T —

T SP——









